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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with D. Ritchie on 2/8/06. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Replace all of the claims as follows: 
1-43. (Canceled) 

44. (Previously presented) A method comprising: 

updating a display of a cursor within a graphical user interface using sensor 
information received from an interface device, the sensor information representing 
motion of at least a portion of the interface device; 

detecting a speed of the cursor when the cursor engages the graphical target; 

and 

outputting a tactile sensation based upon the speed of the cursor when the 
cursor engages the graphical target. 
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45. (Previously presented) The method of claim 44 wherein the outputting a tactile 
sensation occurs only if the detected speed of engagement is below a predetermined threshold 
speed, a tactile sensation will be output to the user. 

46. (Previously presented) The method of claim 45 wherein the detected 
speed is compared with a plurality of threshold speeds, the plurality of threshold speeds 
being associated with a plurality of tactile sensations, the output tactile sensation being 
from the plurality of tactile sensations. 

47. (Previously presented) The method of claim 44 wherein the detecting 
further includes determining when the cursor has moved to or past a trigger location 
positioned in the graphical target. 

48. (Previously presented) The method of claim 47 further comprising 
selecting a function within the graphical user interface when the cursor has moved to or 
past the trigger location. 

49. (Previously presented) The method of claim 48 wherein the selecting only 
is performed when the speed of the cursor is below a predetermined threshold speed. 

50. (Previously presented) The method of claim 44 wherein the graphical 
target is a menu element displayed in the graphical environment. 
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51 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 44 wherein the graphical 
target is a graphical button. 

52. (Previously presented) The method of claim 44 further comprising 
changing at least one displayed characteristic of the graphical target to indicate that the 
function has been selected. 

53. (Canceled) 

54. (Previously presented) The method of claim 44 wherein the tactile 
sensation includes a force on the interface device. 

55. (Previously presented) The method of claim 44 wherein the tactile 
sensation includes one or more of a vibration, a texture, and a jolt. 

56. (Previously presented) A method comprising: 

displaying a cursor within a graphical user interface using sensor information 
received from an interface device, the sensor information being associated with motion 
of at least a portion of the interface device; 

outputting a tactile feedback command to be provided to the interface device to 
cause a tactile sensation when the cursor engages the graphical target; 



Application/Control Number: 09/992,123 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2675 

detecting whether the cursor has moved to or past a trigger location in the 
graphical target; 

selecting a function within a graphical user interface when the cursor has moved 
to or past the trigger location; and 

modifying the tactile sensation, the modifying being associated with the selecting 
of the function. 

57. (Previously presented) The method of claim 56 wherein the cursor is determined 
to have moved to the trigger location when the cursor has moved a predetermined distance past a 
point of engagement. 

58. (Previously presented) The method of claim 56 wherein the graphical 
target is modified visually when the cursor reaches the trigger location. 

59. (Canceled) 

60. (Previously presented) The method of claim 56 wherein the graphical 
target is a menu element displayed in the graphical user interface. 

61 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 56 wherein the graphical 
target is a graphical button displayed in the graphical user interface. 



62. (Previously presented) The method of claim 56 further comprising: 
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changing at least one displayed characteristic of the graphical target to indicate 
that the function has been selected. 

63. (Canceled) 

64. (Previously presented) The method of claim 56 wherein the output tactile 
sensation includes a force on the interface device. 

65. (Previously presented) The method of claim 56 wherein the output tactile 
sensation includes at least one of a vibration, a texture, and a jolt. 

66. (Previously presented) Processor-executable code comprising: 
code to update a display of a cursor within a graphical user interface using sensor 

information received from an interface device, the sensor information being associated with 
motion of at least a portion of the interface device; 

code to output a tactile sensation when the cursor engages the graphical target; 

code to detect whether the cursor has moved to or past a trigger location in the 
graphical target; 

code to select a function within the graphical user interface when the cursor has 
moved to or past the trigger location; and 

code to modify the tactile sensation in response to the function being selected. 
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67. (Previously presented) The method of claim 56, wherein the graphical 
target is a static selection surface, the cursor being displayed at an original position of 
engagement while the at least a portion of the interface device moves in a direction 
corresponding to a direction into the graphical target. 

REMARK 

This Examiner's Amendment is intended for providing a clear copy of all of the 
claims that are allowed. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kent Chang whose telephone number is 571-272-7667. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 9:00 AM to 6:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sumati Lefkowitz, can be reached at 571 -272-3638. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

571-273-8300 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to the Customer Service Window, now 
located at the Randolph Building, 401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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